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Text: Mark 1:40-42 ‘Compassion’ 

‘I don’t need to, I want to’ 

Sin of self gets in the way of true compassion. 

Free of sin in Christ, free to be compassionate in him also. 

 

Christian Friends, 

What a fantastic day we have today! Not only because it’s a Sunday 

and you and I can gather around God’s word, to be fed and nourished 

by it, reminded of our forgiveness of our sins in God’s Son and well to 

just sit in God’s divine and Holy presence and just be, but also be-

cause... 

It is also Australia Day and depending whom you speak to it is a won-

derful day that should always be celebrated as we became Australia all 

those years ago. Of course history also shows us that our Indigenous 

brothers and sisters at times feel that this day is a day that marked de-

struction and displacement. However there is nothing wrong with 

having a great celebration, as it is now how we live our life toward oth-

ers, our indigenous brothers and sisters and all people that we are 

judged, and not because of our history. While we need to remember our 

history and our past, to learn from it, we need always to look ahead too, 

but more importantly, live today. It is how we live today, toward others 

that we should be remembered. That is why we should all, everyone 

in our country, celebrate with great joy our wonderful, diverse and 

vast, great southern land. God has given us Australia in which to 

do His work, to live and share his love in Jesus Christ with all peo-

ple in our fantastic land. So if you are having a BBQ today to cele-

brate or having a beer or water or party, remember it is God who 

gave to us first. 

 



So on this Australia Day let us take some time to reflect on what it means to 

be an Aussie. Do we help our mates out when they need it? Maybe help them 

move some furniture or plant trees? What about the ASHES series win re-

cently? Did it show the true Aussie spirit when the team was struggling, the 

teammates worked hard for each other. How about at your workplace or your 

sporting or craft club? Does the Aussie spirit shine through, people saying, 

‘she’ll be right mate, I’ll give you a hand?’  I want to help you. 

How far for our mates would we go to extend that attitude or Aussie 

spirit? What about the new neighbor in our street or someone from another 

country that has moved here to call Australia home? How proud are we as 

Aussies when our sporting teams do well, showing the mate-ship fighting spirit 

in doing it for the other man or woman. What about the pride shown on AN-

ZAC day when memories are dusted of and live again in the sharing the sto-

ries of just everyday Aussies doing  their best in acts of heroism to help out 

their mates and regular displays of acts of compassion toward their oppo-

nents.  

These acts of heroism depicted in many pictures and images captured over 

the ages are often linked with stories of how these heroes did not even think 

of their own safety or self in any way. They just did it. It came from within. 

They also don't want to be recognised or even be called a hero. They just did 

it. So who would agree that Jesus would have made a great Aussie? Helping 

people out who were down on their luck, or lending a hand to those around. 

Showing the real Aussie fighting, mate-ship spirit. 

How far would you go to help someone? Do you feel their suffering or 

pain or maybe for many of us we walk on by, just like the priest and Le-

vite did in the parable of the Good Samaritan?  Compassion can be un-

derstood as to co-suffer. Perhaps you may say, I would show compassion I 

would co-suffer. Certainly help my friend out in need. I’d even reach out and 

offer a hand of help to those who have been caught in a natural disaster, 

bushfire or flood, I’d be compassionate to them. But would your compassion 

change depending on the level of need? What if you didn’t know the person 

well, or even at all? Would that change your level of compassion shown? 

What if that person sinned against you? Would your heart be filled with com-

passion still? 

 



II 

Today’s text gives us an insight into the heart of God. There was a man, 

suffering from a dreaded skin disease, an outcast in society, looked 

down upon . With only one way out of the suffering, death.  

Perhaps one last roll of the dice for the man was to go to Jesus. He was 

an outcast but nonetheless he approaches Jesus and begs him. ‘If you 

want to you can make me clean.’ A statement of faith. 

Jesus was filled with compassion and reaching out his hand answered, ‘I 

do want to’. Be clean and the man was made clean. Healed by Jesus. A 

simple story but absolutely life changing. To be cleansed, what freedom 

to live now! To live with others in community without going around calling 

out unclean, unclean. What joy, freedom and healing offered from the 

heart of God in Jesus. True compassion to feel the suffering of this man 

and to heal him. What about other compassion images in the Bible? 

Parable of the lost son– many of us have heard the this before. Two 

sons, one Father. One son wants his inheritance the other stays and 

works with his father. Before long the son who has gone away with his 

inheritance, is destitute having spent his money on less than desirable 

living. He decides to return home and offer himself as a servant— he 

feels he is only worthy now of this and not to be a son anymore– at least 

he reasons that he would still be fed and live a more comfortable life 

than he had after losing his wealth. He starts the journey home, a long 

way off the father sees his lost son and his heart is filled with compas-

sion, co–suffering with his son while feeling the joy of his return. The im-

age of the heart of God again, co-suffering with His people, with us, car-

rying us when we are down and suffering. Showing compassion to us in 

sending Jesus and in every breath we take being with us. 

So what does this word compassion mean? And how you may ask do 

we do it? Or is it something that just happens-a response in love to 

someone else’s need, suffering or trouble?  

 



The Greek word for compassion is splagchnizomai-literally meaning 

to be moved, have pity. It comes from the word splanxna meaning the 

inward parts. The internal organs, heart, lungs, liver, bowels. The He-

brew equivalent is from the word for womb, the deep place that nurtures 

a baby. So some could say compassion is a gut feeling, a response from 

the inner most place of our body and not a head decision. Will I have 

compassion on this person today or will I not? Compassion then is a re-

action out of love for that person. Where you are so moved from deep 

down inside to do something, to help just because. God was so moved, 

filled with love to send us His Son Jesus to save us from our eternal suf-

fering in sin. To free us and forgive us and to give a place in His king-

dom. We do not walk around saying sinner, sinner do not come near, but 

we can call out forgiven, forgiven come and hear the word of Jesus. We 

in Jesus are no longer the walking dead, but the living. 

Going back to our leper.  Lepers were the untouchable, the walking 

dead, for many in Jesus time lepers were seen as  those whose sin was 

manifesting itself in this untreatable and incurable disease. No doctor or 

treatment could cure it. No human could come up with a solution to 

cleanse those of the disease. They were required to walk around calling 

out ahead of them, Unclean, unclean!! A helpless, hopeless life for the 

leper. 

There is no human cure for our sin either. No matter how much we think 

we can cleanse our own sin, sometimes by hiding it, or denying it as sin, 

or talking our way out of it. When people say I didn’t really lie about my 

neighbor or workmate, I only said a small thing. Or what I said really did-

n’t do any damage. At the end of the day, sin can only be cleansed 

through the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus. God’s only Son 

paid for our sin on the cross and washes us clean first in the waters of 

Baptism and again in His blood shed for you on the cross at Calvary. In 

Jesus your sins are forgiven once and for all. We still sin, but we can re-

turn to the feet of Jesus and ask him to forgive us. To cleanse us and 

make us new.  

 



We already are a new creation in Him. All this is done for us as God 

looked at us, fallen and lost in the world, in our sin and had compassion 

on us. His love for us could only choose the sacrifice of His Son for us. 

The greatest act of compassion for us is this gift so that we in Jesus are 

healed, cleansed and free. Free of all sin, free of eternal punishment and 

death, free to be children of God. Free to be compassionate toward oth-

ers. So let us see how others live out their life through acts of compas-

sion.  

III 

Think of the parable of the good Samaritan. There was the man going Je-

rusalem to Jericho when he was robbed and beaten. He lay by the road 

to hear only footsteps approach and then go past, and then the same 

thing happened. Two men at walked by this man lying bleeding and 

wounded. Both men also made a conscious decision to not help, rather 

they continued on their way. One a priest the other a Levite. Both men 

choosing not to help this man. Both who would have been made unclean 

by the blood of the wounded men. Unclean according to the law so their 

duties would not have been undertaken until they were ritually washed.  

How many times have we seen someone in need and thought oh, can’t 

help today as it will put my routine out. Or I don’t have time today as I 

have a list of things to do already. Of course we could say that the Sa-

maritan who helped this man didn’t have a job, maybe he was as free as 

a backpacker. We may even say Jesus didn’t have time pressure, or 

dead lines as he didn’t have a job or family so it was easy to be compas-

sionate.  

So returning to our battered and bleeding man. A  Samaritan  comes 

along the road and is filled with compassion. The splagchnizomai from 

our text today is used to describe that feeling the Samaritan had. He was 

travelling along and when he saw him, the man lying there, his heart was 

filled with pity or compassion. Notice that his heart was not half filled with 

compassion? Rather it was totally filled with compassion. 

 



Jesus was filled with compassion too toward our leper. The Father of the 

prodigal son, his heart was also filled with compassion.  This story mirrors 

the compassion of God . God our Father had compassion on the world, 

on us. He loved the world so much that he gave his only Son to us, to suf-

fer and die for our sins so we can have eternal life. We are cleansed, 

washed clean in baptism and the power of God through the Holy Spirit. 

We are healed and made new, we are a new creation.in Jesus Christ. 

Our compassion to others is a response to the love God has and contin-

ues to have for us. A response to his compassion toward us. Apart from 

Jesus we deserve only punishment as we cannot keep the law of God. 

Can we honestly say that we have never sinned? When we sin, we sin 

against God ultimately. He could judge and condemn us, but he chose 

another way. He gave His Son to pay for our sin. 

Our response comes without making excuses, rather it is out of love. Let 

our hearts be filled with compassion, totally filled so we see the needs of 

others as our own needs. When your heart is so filled with compassion, 

filled by the love of God, self will not be known. As the response is not 

done for a Facebook photo opportunity, or a news story or to be a hero, 

rather out of the love of God in you as Christ lives in you. 

Jesus is willing 

However the world will still try to make heroes out of people. On this Aus-

tralia Day and throughout our lives there are many heroes that are de-

picted in paintings or in film. So many people want to identify with a hero. 

As I said before Jesus would have made a great Aussie with his helping, 

she’ll be right attitude. But worshipping Jesus as a hero is wrong. One 

could argue that Jesus did heroic things-after all he healed people on the 

Sabbath, stopped a valid Jewish judgment on the woman caught in adul-

tery and well he did tell the leaders of the Jewish faith that he was the son 

of God. But to only see Jesus as a church or political activist is wrong. To 

worship him as the leader of a movement is wrong. Jesus is far more 

than that. 

Jesus is the Son of the living God, who suffered, died and rose again. He 

is our Lord and savior. The Saviour of the would. Who knows you by 

name, who  hears your every word, feels your every breath. He will never 

turn you away, but is your light, your strength, your direction, your peace 



Cry for help 

In our text a man comes to Jesus. “If you are willing he says, you can 

make me clean.’ A simple statement of faith. Yes I am willing Jesus 

says, I do want to. Jesus never has to do what he does. Rather he want 

to. Just as he wants to heal us and give us rest when we are tired from 

carrying heavy loads. 

So those of you who are baptised, washed clean and those of you who 

want to be baptised, worship the Lord with your life. How you live, is the 

greatest sermon you can preach. How you act, by what you do points 

others to Jesus who is willing to cleanse and heal and forgive and love 

and strengthen, not because he is a hero but because He is the Son of 

God. 

Make it Australia Day everyday-live as free people, to love and be loved, 

to co-suffer with others in love and to be moved by compassion to share 

that love of Christ with all people. 

Jesus reaches out 

Jesus reaches out, touches the untouchable, and is willing. For no other 

reason than from a compassionate heart. From his love for you and for 

me. For anyone in need. He is not a hero, but the Son of the living God. 

He is our Lord. 

So on this Australia Day how will the world see you? As a child of God, 

living out your faith in God through Jesus. Touching the untouchables 

with the love of Jesus. Will you be seen but have no action? Will you 

rather settle only to exist or will you be what God has made you His child 

to go out and love and serve each other through your words and actions. 

Through prayer or sharing God’s word. To whisper words of hope, the 

words of Jesus Christ to the battered or lonely. Will you only be a recipi-

ent of the love and compassion of God or will you go out and live as a 

child of God, a Christian, letting the love of Christ grow so in love com-

passion is brought to others so they too can be touched and healed by 

the power of God. To  know more about Jesus so they too can share that 

with others in the community. 


